
 

 

WHAT HAVE MISSION COMMUNITIES GOT TO DO WITH MISSION? 
This will enable the wider sharing of resources – such as skills, experience, buildings, 
and people. When churches work together a number of things take place - vision is 
shared and caught, faith is revitalised, and the community takes notice. 
 

WHAT IS HAPPENING NOW?  
In each locality, the tripartite churches are in consultation with each other.  Ideally 
they are inviting the other churches in the area to take part in these conversations, 
with the aim of discerning the shape and size of their local mission community.  This is 
done primarily on the basis of relationship.  
 

WHAT SHOULD I DO NOW? 
 Talk to your local Anglican, Methodist and URC colleagues to find out what is 

happening in your area 
 Take a prayerful interest in the process 
 Indicate if you want to be involved, and in what way 
 Keep informed about what is happening across the county by reading The Way. 

This newspaper is produced 3 times a year, by the Churches in Cumbria, and is free 
of charge. If you aren’t able to access a copy, contact Helen Boothroyd, Churches 
Together in Cumbria’s Development Officer; hbctic@tiscali.co.uk; 07503 931196 

  A website is also being developed to inspire and inform: www.godforall.org.uk 
 

HOW DO MISSION COMMUNITIES AFFECT LOCAL CHURCHES TOGETHER GROUPS? 
Many local Churches Together groups have developed strong and healthy 
relationships which have enabled an effective working together. Mission communities 
aren’t intended to either supersede CT groups, or diminish what is currently in place. 
Hopefully they will increase the opportunities to work and worship together. Where a 
mission community includes more than one existing Churches Together (or other) 
group, these may well wish to continue. It’s quite possible for the mission community 
to contain several overlapping circles within it.  
 

FINALLY 
Be patient: The process of forming mission communities has started but the pace 
will vary from place to place.  
Be prayerful:  This is a challenging time for our Anglican, Methodist and URC 
friends. 
Be positive:  Where there is misunderstanding, remember that love for God and for 
each other is paramount. Keep the vision in focus: that ALL may know God for 
themselves.  And remember that this is only possible if we ALL work together under 
Christ who is the Head of the Church. 

Rev Kath Dodd (Hawkshead Hill Baptist Church) on behalf of: Churches Together in Cumbria 
and the Growing Together Coordinating Group; kath.dodd@btinternet.com; 015394 36451 

 

 

GOD FOR ALL - BY ALL:  A vision for Cumbria 

A major new initiative is being launched across 

Cumbria. The vision is ‘God for ALL’ i.e. for each 

person who lives, works, or visits to discover 

more of God and God’s purpose for their lives. 

This is something that is best achieved by ALL 

God’s people working together. The aim of this 

leaflet is to inform you of what is taking place, 

and how to be involved. We do hope you will take 

this seriously. This is an exciting, but challenging, 

journey, which will demand wisdom, patience, 

love, determination and risk taking. But the fruits 

will make it all worthwhile. 
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HOW DID IT BEGIN ? 
It all began out of relationship. In 1998 a number of Church Leaders in Cumbria 
signed a personal covenant committing them to work together with one another. In 
the following years, churches came together in response to several major disasters: 
the Foot and Mouth crisis of 2001, the floods of 2009, and the shootings of June 
2010.  Alongside this has been the ongoing working together in the area of Social 
Responsibility e.g. domestic violence awareness, environmental action and 
economic justice etc, and the many local initiatives where churches work together 
(such as foodbanks, homelessness, housing initiatives). 
In 2008 the Methodist and United Reformed (URC) churches started to explore 
working together more closely. Before long the Anglican church asked if it could also 
be involved.  
In 2011, 3 Church Leaders (Anglican, Methodist, URC) signed a Declaration of Intent 
(Tripartite Agreement), in which they stated: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This agreement stemmed from good relationships between the three Church 
Leaders, and the belief that working more closely together was a natural way 
forward.  

We believe that we are being called by God to realise more deeply our 
common life and mission, to share and respect the distinctive 
contributions of our traditions, and to bring about closer collaboration 
in all areas of witness and service. 
 

We commit ourselves and our churches: 
a)   To seek out every possible opportunity for joint initiatives at 

local and county level in mission to all the people of Cumbria. 
b)   To work together to equip both lay and ordained ministry 

wherever possible, and to share that ministry wherever 
appropriate. 

c)   To continue the work of developing strategies whereby we 
optimise the use of our church buildings for the benefit of 
communities throughout the county. 

 

We also affirm our intention to go on praying and working, with all our 
fellow Christians, for the visible unity of the church in the way Christ 
chooses, so that people may be led to love and serve God more and 
more. 

 

 

At the same time, the other members of Churches Together in Cumbria (CTiC) signed 
a Letter of Companionship, in which they stated:  
 
 
 
 

 

COMPANION DENOMINATIONS 
At the time of signing the other members of CTiC, noted here with the name of their current 
Church Leader, were: 

 Baptist      Revd Andrew Dodd 

 Church of Scotland     Revd David Pitkeathly 

 Religious Society of Friends (Quaker)  Bill Bewley (representative) 

 Roman Catholic     Rt Revd Michael Campbell 

 Salvation Army     Majors Drew and Beverley McCombe 
Fr John Musther, leader of the Orthodox Church in Cumbria was present to support the  
signing and this denomination formally joined CTiC immediately thereafter.  

We recognise with you the particular opportunity afforded to your three 
churches to work more closely together and commit ourselves to praying for 
God’s blessing on what is begun in this declaration of intent. We also affirm 
our intention to go on praying and working, with all our fellow Christians, for 
the visible unity of the church in the way Christ chooses, so that people may 
be led to love and serve God more and more.  

HOW WILL THIS HAPPEN? 
God for All is a vision for all in Cumbria to meet God.  In order to achieve this, it aims 
to help Christians renew their own commitment to following Jesus; consider how 
they can use their resources (including premises) better; undertake a wide-ranging 
evangelism programme (with a particular emphasis on fresh expressions of church 
and on evangelism among children, families and young people). It also aims to 
provide relevant training and equipping, and develop cross-Cumbria evangelistic 
initiatives.  
The vision of God for All includes the formation of mission communities across 
Cumbria. A mission community will consist of the tripartite churches in the area, plus 
other associate churches who wish to join.  Typically a mission community will 
consist of up to 12 congregations. The tripartite churches are joined by covenant, 
and will have shared structures and organisation. However associate churches will 
be able to take part on an informal basis. Each mission community will have a leader 
which will normally be a full-time, stipendiary post for an ordained minister 
belonging to one of the partner denominations. Each of the tripartite churches will 
have their own dedicated church or congregation leader, who will sometimes be lay 
and non-stipendiary.  
All this will take place in an organic and fluid way, which embraces existing 
relationships, and isn’t constrained by existing denominational boundaries, or by 
geography.  


